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Welcome to the Newsletter 
By way of introduction my 
name is Anthony Platts. 
I have been a member of 
the group for many years. 
I have been on the      
Committee as  Vice Chair 
and now you have elected 
me to be Chair person. 
I have been a member of 
ROSPA since 1984. 
I am an ADI which I have 
been since 1991. Prior to 
that I worked in the City at 
NATWEST from 1969. 
I have also been a member 
of the IAM since 1975. 
I hope that in the coming 
year, working with the 
Committee, I can bring you 

some interesting events. 
If any of you have any 
ideas of what you would 
like to do please let us 
know. 
The Committee is working 
for you as a member of the 
group, not just for its own 
benefit. I look forward to 
working for you in         
conjunction with this years 
Committee. 
I hope you all have a safe 
summer on the roads.  
See you all at the July 
meeting . 
Best Wishes to you all . 
Safe Driving 
Anthony Platts 

Sussex RoADAR CHAT 
June 2018 

It seems that following months 
of diesel bashing, the          
Government is rethinking its 
stance on the fuel. 
That was the overriding         
impression given during a 
speech by business secretary 
Greg Clark recently when he  
said there was still 'a place for 
diesel vehicles' in the UK in the 
near future. 
His comments were in stark 
contrast to messages from  
ministers in recent months, with 
the Government increasing 
taxes on new models, planning 
low emissions zones where  

diesel cars could be restricted 
and charged extra, and         
announcing a total ban on the 
sale of new models in 2040. 
A new Government report due 
soon will say that It would be 
the wrong  decision for people 
to think that holding on to an  
existing diesel vehicle rather 
than upgrading  to a much 
more  environmentally friendly 
new one is a good step for the 
planet. “The new report will 
stress that”, he said. He also 
said, “There’s a place for diesel 
vehicles and there will be for 
some time to come. 

If you’re driving a diesel-
powered car long distances 
then that’s a very different      
impact than in the city. So we 
need to make sure people 
make the right choices for the 
environment and for their own 
use. What we’ll set out in the 
report is how different choices 
may be right for different people 
in different circumstances.”  
Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders (SMMT) boss Mike 
Hawes has already blasted the 
Government's confusing     
messaging regarding the 2040 
ban, saying the forthcoming 
policy to implement it was 
based neither on fact nor     
substance. 
He said: “Unrealistic targets 
and misleading messaging on 
bans will only undermine our 
efforts to realise this future, 
confusing consumers and 
wreaking havoc on the new car 
market and the thousands of 
jobs it supports.” 

Ditch old cars for new 
greener diesels 
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With all the current               
environmental issues around 
motoring, it is no surprise that 
many people are turning to   
hybrid cars as a way out of the 
problems experienced with 
electric cars, all of which suffer 
from short range issues.       
After a relatively short         
distance, electric cars have to 
be plugged in to a mains    
supply and left on-charge for  
a very long time before they 
are recharged and can be 
used again.  Hybrid cars  
seem to be the answer, but 
are they?  
Recent data shows that you 
can forget everything you’ve 
been told about hybrid cars  
delivering outstanding fuel 
economy. It is just not the 
case. 
 
In fact the latest ‘Real 
MPG’ submissions show 
exactly the opposite.  
 
An  astonishing 98 per cent 
of hybrid cars can't match 
their advertised             
economy. Here are just a 
few examples to illustrate 
the scale of the                    
discrepancies 
 
Toyota Auris Touring 
Sports 1.8 Hybrid 
Real MPG score: 68% 
The 1.8 Hybrid powertrain in 
the Toyota Auris Touring 
Sports is only marginally more 
efficient than the 1.2 petrol, 
with both averaging around 
the 50mpg marker. In fact, 
from a purely fuel economy 
point of view, the diesels      
remain the best choice with 
the 1.4 D-4D returning a real 

world average of 57mpg. 
Lexus NX300h 
Real MPG score: 68% 
High quality and impressively 
refined, the Lexus NX300h 
should be the range-topping 
SUV that every high flying   
executive dreams of owning. 
However, while its company 
car tax and emissions are low, 
its Real MPG average of 68 
per cent is far from great. By 
the book, you should get  
54.3–56.5mpg. Sadly, in the 
real world, you’ll most likely        
average 38mpg. 
Toyota Prius Hybrid 
Real MPG score: 62% 
A Real MPG average of 
64mpg might seem quite    
reasonable for a large family 
car like the Prius. And to a  
certainly degree you’d be   
right, if it wasn’t for the fact 
that Toyota advertises the 
Prius hybrid with 91mpg. 
Where do those lost gallons 
go? Only Toyota knows. 
DS5 Hybrid 4  
Real MPG score: 62% 
The DS5 is the stylish          
alternative to the C5 and like 
its Citroen equivalent it majors 
on practicality and comfort. 
For cost conscious drivers, the 
Hybrid4 would top the fact it 
claims a healthy 85mpg. 
Sadly, for Real MPG drivers, 
these figures are pie-in-the-
sky with the on-the-road rating 
being closer to 49mpg. 
BMW 2 Series Active 
Tourer 225xe  
Real MPG score: 56% 
We're big fans of the BMW 2 
Series Active Tourer; it's   
practical, upmarket and 
backed by a huge range of 
petrol, diesel and hybrid     

powertrains. However, while 
Real MPG scores for the    
diesel variants are               
respectable, hybrid versions 
struggle to get anywhere near 
BMW's advertised 134mpg.  
Mitsubishi Outlander 
PHEV  
Real MPG score: 42% 
The Outlander PHEV was the 
first ever plug-in hybrid SUV  
to enjoy widespread success 
in the UK. Easy to drive,    
spacious and promising 
148mpg, it struck a chord with 
buyers who wanted the big 
SUV experience without the 
colossal fuel bills. Roll on a 
few years and the Outland 
PHEV remains popular, but   
its real world 63mpg is a      
colossal way behind the    
economy figures that          
Mitsubishi claimed. 

Volkswagen Golf GTE  
Real MPG score: 38% 
Easy to drive, comfortable  
and wonderfully refined, the 
Volkswagen Golf GTE has lots 
going in its favour.               
Unfortunately, when it comes 
to on-the-road fuel economy, 
the plug-in Golf falters with 
poor on the road Real MPG 
scores.   Indeed, against its 
official 156mpg, the Golf fails 
by returning just 38 per cent of 
its advertised economy 
BMW 3 Series 330e  
Real MPG score:  37% 
The BMW 3 Series 330e   
plug-in premium car promises 
an outstanding 134mpg; yet, 
according to Real MPG, the 
330e gets nowhere nears its 
lofty aspirations. In fact, Real 
MPG drivers notch up a      
disappointing 50mpg, which is 
more than 80mpg short of 
BMW's claim. 

Worst hybrids for Real 
MPG revealed 

98% of Hybrids  
failed to match  

advertised economy 



 

 
 3 

Over 1,000 drivers are caught 
speeding in the UK every day, 
new data shows. 
According to Direct Line        
Insurance, nearly 1.25 million 
speeding incidents have been 
recorded by the police         
between 2015 and 2017, and 
it works out at one motorists 
being snapped by cameras or 
caught by traffic police every 
75 seconds. 
The figures have been split 
into the different speed limit 
zones and it highlights which 
one you're most likely to get 
caught exceeding. 
Overall, 61 per cent of all 
speeding offences - which    

account for more than 700,000 
cases in the last two years - 
were recorded in 30mph 
zones.   
The next most common zone 
for drivers to exceed the limit 
was 50mph (14 per cent of 
cases), closely followed by 
40mph zones (13 per cent). 
Surprisingly, the chances of 
getting caught exceeding the 
limit on motorways is much 
slimmer. 
One in twelve (eight per cent) 
speeding incidents were      

recorded in 70mph zones, the 
insurer said. That said,       
motorway speeding fines are 
likely to increase this year and 
for those to follow with the   
increased use of cameras on 
Smart motorways with variable 
speed limits.  
The data, which was provided 
by 35 of the 45 UK police 
forces following a freedom of 

information act request,     
covers the period when 
speeding fine laws were 
changed. 
As of April, drivers can re-
ceive anything from a fixed 
penalty notice fine of £100 
and three points for minor 
offences to disqualification 
and costs worth 150 per cent 
of the  offender's weekly   
salary for the most extreme 
cases of  exceeding limits. 
Penalties for minor offences 
can still be avoided if        
motorists opt for speed 
awareness courses, though 
they are only offered to    
drivers with no previous 
speeding offences or those 
who haven't attended one   

of the educational courses in 
the last three years.    
 
Rob Miles, director of car    
insurance at Direct Line,   
commented: “Speeding can 
kill, but people still drive far too 
fast on Britain’s roads, even in 
areas specially designated as 
lower limits because of the risk 
to pedestrians”.  
The UK's roads are the      
second safest in Europe, with 
only lightly-populated Sweden 
seeing less casualties,        

according to annual EU road 
safety statistics. 
Its preliminary findings for 
2017 showed 27 deaths per 
million inhabitants on UK 
roads, compared to Sweden's 
figure of 25. 
The UK figure compares to an 
EU average of 49 and is down 
5 per cent on 2016 and 7 per 
cent on 2010. 
'It is important to remember 
just how much difference 
speeding can make to reaction 
and braking speeds, and     
always account for poor 
weather and light as they can 
also affect a driver’s ability to 
control their vehicle.' 
The insurance provider did 
point out that the total number 
of speeding incidents recorded 
fell year-on-year between 
2015 and 2016, decreasing by 

five per cent from nearly 
470,000 to 447,000.  
The greatest reduction was 
seen in the number of drivers 
caught breaking the speed 
limit in 50mph zones (15 per 
cent) and 30mph zones (nine 
per cent). 
However, there was an        
increase in the number of  
drivers caught speeding in 
60mph and 70mph zones,   
rising by 40 per cent and 56 
per cent respectively, based 
on the data collated from UK 
forces. 

A motorist is caught  
speeding in the UK  
every 75 SECONDS  

UK roads are  
second safest     

in Europe 
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Sussex RoSPA   
Disclaimer: The information contained within this communication is drawn from a variety of sources and           

whilst  every effort is made to ensure it is correct, Sussex RoSPA cannot be held responsible for any                    
misinformation  provided by third parties. It should also be noted that in using the information it does not               
necessarily reflect RoSPA policy,  practise or its position on any given matter, unless specifically stated,                

but is provided for the purposes of  information to its members. 

  

 
 

Group Secretary’s notes: 
All meetings are held at: 
St John Ambulance, 16 Crowhurst Road, Hollingbury, Brighton, BN1 8AP 
Start time: 7.30 for 8pm 
 
 
To ensure you are kept informed of news and extra activities arranged for the group, please 
could all members and associate members let us know of any changes to your contact details 
so that we can update the group’s database. 
Kathy Blythe: kathy.blythe@btinternet.com 

Programme for Meetings 2018 - 2019 

Date Speaker Confirmed/TBC 

26 July 2018 Trust me I’m an Engineer 
Douglas Wragg 

Confirmed 

27 September 2018 Children’s Road Safety 
Keith Baldock 
Brighton and Hove City 
Council Road Safety Officer 

Confirmed 

29 November 2018 Winter driving 
Ed Feldmanis 

Confirmed 

31 January 2019   TBC 

28 March 2019   TBC 

30 May 2019 AGM + TBC 

25 July 2019 Katy Bourne Sussex Police 
& Crime Commissioner 

Confirmed 

mailto:kathy.blythe@btinternet.com

